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GOLFING LEGEND LAURA DAVIES

TO PLAY AIB LADIES IRISH OPEN

One of golf’s greatest ever players, Laura Davies, will return to the Portmarnock Hotel and Golf Links on June 26th - 28th, 2009 for the AIB Ladies Irish Open, supported by Fáilte Ireland.

Davies, who recently won the Australian Women’s Open in January and currently leads the 2009 LET money list, will be attempting to be the first lady professional to win the Ladies Irish Open for a third time following her wins in ’94 & ’95.

Laura Davies MBE, CBE, is recognised as Europe’s most accomplished lady professional golfer ever, and is one the most famous female golfers in the world. Her outstanding career started in record-breaking fashion: in only her third year as a professional she held both the British and the US Open titles in the same year. 

She has won tournaments in Europe, USA and Japan and became the first woman ever to win tournaments on all three major Tours in one year - a feat only equalled that year in the men's game by Seve Ballesteros. 

In 1994 Laura became the first European player to be ranked number one in the world. She also became the first non-American player to finish top of the US LPGA Money List. During that year she won seven tournaments around the world, and in doing so collected over $1 million in prize money. 

Laura has been the lynchpin of every European Solheim Cup team and she has helped steer Europe to three outstanding victories in 1992, 2000 and 2003. She is expected to play again in 2009 in Chicago and is also strongly fancied to qualify for The 2011 Solheim Cup at Killeen Castle, Co Meath.

It is her relaxed approach and evident love of the game that has enabled her to lead her life at a fast pace on tour for over 20 years. She loves horse racing and hopes to attend the Irish Derby Festival at the Curragh on Friday June 26th after a good opening round in this year’s AIB Ladies Irish Open!!

Laura, famous for her long hitting and her (self-taught) natural swing, recorded her longest drive of 378 yards at the JC Penny Skins Game in 1998.

Laura is a golfing legend in the ladies game and Ireland will honour her at the AIB ladies Irish open by making her a life member of the Links Golfing Society, joining other legends of the game Jack Nicklaus, Doug Sanders and Christy O’Connor. 

Laura Davies commented; 

‘I have always loved coming to Ireland to play golf and for the ‘craic’ I have there. I am particularly looking forward to playing links golf again and trying to win my third Ladies Irish Open at Portmarnock Links’.

‘We invited Laura Davies back to the AIB Ladies Irish Open to acknowledge her legendary status and contribution to the women’s game in Ireland. Her recent form in Australia indicates that she is still very competitive against the many emerging lionesses on tour and I expect her to contend for the title at Portmarnock Links,’ commented Tournament Director, Roddy Carr.

Achievements 

Awarded CBE in 2000  

Tournament Victories 72 (Inc. 4 majors)

             America   
20 

             Europe   
39

             Asia  
  9

             Australia  
  4 
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